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ADMINISTRATOR’S PAGE

Dear Members and Readers!

It is indeed a great privilege to reach out to Members and Readers through this
Bulletin. The Asiatic Society observed the 12th International Day of Yoga on 21 June
2026 with great enthusiasm, witnessing active participation from its officials.

On the occasion of Paschimbanga Diwas 2026, a Book Exhibition was formally
inaugurated by the undersigned on 20 June 2026 as part of the commemorative
observances. The Asiatic Society paid homage to Syama Prasad Mookerjee, a patriot,
educationist, parliamentarian, statesman, humanitarian, former Vice-Chancellor of
the University of Calcutta, and President of The Asiatic Society (1942-1944), on the
occasion of his 73rd death anniversary on 23 June 2026.

A day-long seminar on Remembering Ram Comul Sen (1783-1844), the first
Indian Secretary of The Asiatic Society, in collaboration with S. A. Jaipuria College
was organized on 30 June 2026 at the Humayun Kabir Hall of The Asiatic Society. The
seminar was convened to commemorate the life, achievements and enduring legacy of
Ram Comul whose distinguished service and intellectual contributions played a pivotal
role in the advancement of the Society during the early nineteenth century.

Shri Vivek Aggarwal, IAS, Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Government of India, and Lt. Col. Dr. Anant
Sinha, Administrator, The Asiatic Society with other dignitaries at the inauguration of the
‘Museum of Word'.
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ADMINISTRATOR’S PAGE J

'The undersigned had the pleasure to attend the valedictory session of the Animal
Taxonomy Summit (ATS 4.0), organized by the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) in
Kolkata on 2 July 2026. The occasion was graced by Shri Kirti Vardhan Singh, Union
Minister of State for Environment, Forest & Climate Change and External Affairs,
Government of India.

To commemorate the 125th Birth Anniversary of Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee,
former President of the Society, The Asiatic Society organized a special exhibition
featuring books authored by and related to him, along with selected proceedings of the
Society’s meetings from its rich archival collection on 6 July 2026. A Book Exhibition-
cum-Recommendation Programme for the procurement of books was organized on
the same day at the premises of The Asiatic Society.

The Asiatic Society welcomed 30 students and 2 faculty members from Batch 1 of
the IDC course in Library and Information Studies, Loreto College, Kolkata, on 17
June 2026.

The Asiatic Society had the privilege of participating in the inauguration of the
Museum of Word at the National Library of India, Kolkata on 19 July 2026. The
Museum of Word was inaugurated by Shri Amit Shah, Hon’ble Union Home Minister
and Minister of Cooperation, Government of India, in the august presence of Shri
Suvendu Adhikari, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Government of West Bengal, Shri Swapan
Dasgupta, Minister of Finance, Government of West Bengal, Shri Gouri Sankar
Ghosh, Minister-in-Charge, Department of Mass Education Extension & Library
Services, Government of West Bengal, Shri Govind Mohan, Union Home Secretary,
Shri Vivek Aggarwal, Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Government of India, Mrs. Lily
Pandeya, Joint Secretary (Museums), Ministry of Culture, Government of India, and
several other distinguished dignitaries. As part of this prestigious national initiative,
'The Asiatic Society contributed four rare manuscripts from its invaluable collection for
public display at the Museum of Word. Among these are the celebrated manuscripts
of Prithviraja Rasau and Insha-i-Ghalib, exemplifying the Society’s rich repository of
India’s literary, linguistic, and cultural heritage.

The Asiatic Society is proud to contribute to this landmark initiative, thereby
reaffirming its steadfast commitment to the preservation, promotion, and dissemination
of India’s invaluable literary and cultural heritage for the benefit of present and future
generations.

We look forward to your continued cooperation and active engagement in the
Society’s forthcoming programmes and initiatives.

I wish you a happy reading.

The Asiatic Society
Kolkata
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MEETING NOTICE '

THE ASIATIC SOCIETY WILL BE HELD ON
MONDAY, 3rp AUGUST 2026 AT 5 P. M. AT THE
ASIATIC SOCIETY, 1 PARK STREET, KOLKATA - 700016
IN HYBRID MODE

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO KINDLY ATTEND THE
MEETING

AGENDA

Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Ordinary Monthly
General Meeting held on 6th July 2026.
Exhibition of presents made to the Society in July 2026.

. Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).

. Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under
Regulation 49(f).

. The following paper will be read by Dr. Ashis Giri:
‘Rarh Banglar Loukik Sanskriti’

1 Park Street, Kolkata-700016
Dated : 20.07.2026
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J

This  endeavour  reflects  how
intellectual ideas were evolved in Bengal
in the nineteenth century obviously
under the influence of the western
thoughts. The theme of the said study
is to critically analyse the constitutional
morality through the intellectual lineage
of democracy in the colonial Bengal. After
the Battle of Plassey 1757 CE the colonial
power was trying to grip the completely
unknown land for their own sake. With
the advent of colonial power there were
several aspects emerged namely—liberal
thoughts, western education emergence of
educated middle class in Bengal, origin of
press and political associations. In the mid-
nineteenth century new intellectual format
was gradually going to take a new shape.

In his dissertation, the subject is
divided into four chapters such as—
Orientalism and  Constitutionalism;
Rammohun Roy and Constitutionalism;
Bengal Natives and Consent-Dissent
Morality; Morality of Derozians
from the perspective of political and
judicial agitation. Apart from these, he
incorporated introduction, conclusion as
well as relevant bibliography.

After establishing the colonial rule,
the first target of the colonial power
to explore the unknown land for their
business sake. Because they did not
have any knowledge about the people
land resource what they could utilise for
their own purpose. In this connection,
the colonial power established The
Asiatic Society (1784 CE) to know the
land and people. Afterwards to educate
young colonial officers, two colleges
were established Serampore college and
Fort William College (1800 CE). But
the colonial power did not depend on
their endeavours. For the colonial sake,
they were trying to accumulate more
manpower for their own cause. Young
natives had been accumulated in the
colonial service by giving them proper
western education and western thoughts.
In this regard, Hindu college (1814 CE)
was established. Perhaps this is the main
doorway for the western education and
philosophy among the young native
generation. Hindu College was the
main place for the young generations to
know western outlook. But in the Hindu
College, three waves were influencing the
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students such as—conservatives under the
leadership of Radhakanta Deb; Liberal
democratic ideas under the leadership
of Raja Rammohun Roy and the ultra-
liberal ideas under the leadership of
H.L.V. Derozio. On account of this, the
young generations could gradually feel
their physical position in the society as
well as under the British colonial rule.

First hundred years of British East
India Company rule was completely
different from next century. After Sepoy
Mutiny, the so-called Victorian rule
became different till the independence.
This work is an attempt to show how
democratic intellectual thought was
gradually taking a definite shape in the
nineteenth century CE.

In the third chapter, author's view is
correctly stated that in the first half of
the nineteenth century the primary steps
towards constitutional morality had been
accelerated with proper goals. The author
in fourth chapter, elaborately discussed
the Derozio’s movement along with

20 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, AUGUST, 2026

his disciples. The idea of the equality of
French Revolution was deeply established
into the lives of Indians. Derozio and his
followers were closely acquainted with the
Humanist and Rationalist movements.
By their activities they accelerated viewed
and political consciousness. The political
thoughts and activities of Derozio and
his disciples played a significant role in
creating democratic environment. Their
main motto was to instill a sense of
nationality and self-respect among the
native Indians.

In this study, author’s analytical
arguments rightly pointed out the
evolution of self respect and the concept
of democracy to protect the rights of
the Indians. The manifestation of the
democratic rights could be glimpsed in
the claim of civil rights to the state; it is
rightly said ‘Indian political thoughts’.
The origin of modern Indian political
thought originated in colonial Bengal.
The book can be considered as a good
study to defend his arguments.

Rangankanti Jana
Life Member, The Asiatic Society
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